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Disclaimer 

The information presented here is not and should not be considered to 
be legal advice. The information here is not intended to create a 
lawyer-client relationship.  When confronted with legal issues it is 
always the best practice to find someone who has the particular 
expertise necessary to provide meaningful advice. Information from 
this presentation should not be relied upon or used as a substitute for 
consultation with professional advisors. The views expressed here are 
those of the author alone and are not those of the author’s employer. 
While the material has been reviewed for accuracy, no liability exists for 
errors or omissions.   Applying the information provided in the 
presentation does not mean that you will procure any intellectual 
property right or prevail in a judicial or administrative proceeding. 
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Introduction 

• New Patent system launched December 19, 2019 
1. Standard Patent (Re-registration) 
2. Short-term Patent 
3. Standard Patent (Original grant)* 

 



HONG KONG STANDARD PATENT  
(RE-REGISTRATION) 

Grant of Hong 
Kong Standard 

Patent 
HKIPD 

One of the three 
designated patent 
offices 

Within 6 months 

Filing a patent 
application 

18 months# 

# Assuming no early publication request is made and no priority is claimed 
* Time needed for granting of the patent will depend on the designated patent office  

Publication of 
application 

Patent Granted* 

Within 6 months 

Filing Request for 
Registration and  
Grant (Stage 2) 

Check for deficiencies 

Filing Request to 
Record (Stage 1) 

Hong Kong Outside HK 

Patent A 

First Jurisdiction 
(China/UK) 

Hong Kong 

Patent A 

First Jurisdiction 
(China/UK) 



HONG KONG STANDARD PATENT  
(ORIGINAL GRANT) 

Grant of Hong 
Kong Original 
Grant Patent 

HKIPD 18 months# 

Filing a 
patent 
application 

Deadline: 3 years #  

# If application claims priority of another patent application, calculate deadlines from earliest priority date, not 
application date 

Publication of 
application 

Filing Request for 
Substantive 
Examination 

Substantive Examination 

Other patent 
offices 

No action required in foreign patent office 

https://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/intellectual_property/patents/PatentBooklet_EN.pdf 

Patent A 

Hong Kong 



HONG KONG SHORT-TERM PATENT 

Filing of 
application 

without 
search report 
(Filing Date) HKIPD 

One of the three 
designated 
patent offices or 
ISA 

HKIPD Check for deficiencies 

Grant of 
Short-term 
Patent 

Requesting  for 
Search report 
with description 
and claims# 

Search Report Issued within 30 days* 

# Request for Search report can be made after filing of the short-term patent application  
* Estimation based requesting search report from SIPO with Chinese Specification 

Filing Search 
Report 

post-grant 
substantive 
examination 

Patent A 

Process 

Patent A 

Product 

Patent B 

Process Product 



Filing Statistics - Hong Kong Applicants 

• Overlooked? 
 Jurisdiction Standard Patent 

Applications 
Short-Term Patent 
Applications 

2015 2018 2015 2018 

Hong Kong 239 314 439 536 

China 979 1593 861 1553 

United States 1230 - - - 

IP Statistics 
https://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/intellectual_property/ip_statistics.htm 

Number of Utility Patent Applications Filed in the United States, By Country of Origin, Calendar Years 1965 to Present (1) 
https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/oeip/taf/appl_yr.htm 

国家知识产权局统计年报 
http://www.sipo.gov.cn/tjxx/gjzscqjtjnb/index.htm 
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Patentability Requirement 

Prior Art: 
Jan 1, 2018 

Invention 1: 
Jan 1, 2019 

Invention 2: 
Jan 1, 2019 

A B 

A B 

A B C 

Not Novel 

Novel 

Novelty 
Prior Art 1 

Invention A B C 

A B 

Prior Art 2 A C 

C Common  
Knowledge 

Combination 

Non-Obviousness 

Prior Art Filing Date Time 



Why HK Patents? 
Filing Date Publication 

Prior Art 

Application 2 

Application 1 

Filing Date 

 



Why HK Patents? 

• Short-term patents 
• CNIPA Search Report  within 30 days (15 days with extra fees) 
• Publication after submission of search report 
• Priority Claim with 1 year (Paris Convention/WTO) 
• English/Chinese specification 

 
 

Filing Date Publication 

Prior Art 

Application 2 

Application 1 

Filing Date 



Case Study 1 

Short-term 
patent 

US utility patent  
(Expedited) 

CN invention 

TW invention 

HK standard 
patent 
application 

Hong Kong US China Taiwan 

Date A 

Date B 

Date C 

Date D 

Patent Prosecution Highway 

1 year 



Case Study 2 

Short-term 
patent 

CN Invention/ 
Utility Model 

TW invention 

Standard patent 
application 

Hong Kong China Taiwan 

Date A 

Date B 

Date C 

Date D 

1 year 

Macao 

Invention patent 
application 

Claim priority after STP result 
Register after STP result 



Conclusion 

• HK new patent system 
• Original Grant (New) 

• HK overlooked by HK innovators 
•  HK short-term patent 

• Unique features for patent portfolio building 

 



Questions? 
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